
‘Random Ramblings No.2 

BY PAUL MONTGOMERY 

For, those of you uno, were ieft nancina oy my last 
co1umny 1 wont Keep you waitina any jioncer. — To 
access COSMOS, . you must call up the COSMOS 
computer diaiup wnicn serves your area, Two 
dialups in the Southern California area ares (714) 
$49-4941 and 849-4954. Wnen you cali in at 300 
baud» hit <RETURN> ana the.computer wiil resrona! 
LOGIN: 
You must type in an account mame (NOTE: All user 
input 18 ungerlinea. Computer resronse is 
Capitozizea), as cescribea in my previous column. 

The computer will then loc you iny ana print a 
messase weicominc you to tne system If tne 
computer asks for a Passwora, Guess it. If it 
Gives vou an invalia account message, keep tryina 
eifferent accounts. The computer will now say 
WC?. It wants you to teli it what Wire Center 
Gatabsse you want to access, Wire Center codes 
are two letters ionc. You can obtain tne WC Code 
for a prefix by calling the COSMOS number Given 
‘nen you sicn on. Say you are at tne Frame or tne 
Test Boara and the Janitor threw it away ‘oy 
mistaxe, or wnat ever. Here 16 wriat it looks like 
after you type it 
we? AA 
ARK 

AA 1s the Wire Center. * incicates that it is 
oniine. Now you Get to tyre ina commana. ISh 
and SIR are the oniy ones I will explain today. 
Tne otner commanas take up 400 paces in tne COSMOS: 
manuai. Lets Say you wanteo to fing out wnat you 
coula on 595-1234. Here 1s wnat it looks like: 
AAX TSH 
H TN SS5-1234 

# means runt (Throucn the gatapase)i TN stanas for 
Trunk Number (Teiernone Numper); SSS-1234 is the 
TNs ano the . tells 1t to print out the info. You 
can aive it Cabie/Pair nunoers» or Private Line 
circuit numpers insteaa of telephone numbers py 
tYPIng: 
HCP 11-4321 or H PL FBI4S17u8 ; 
CP means Cable/Pair and Pc means private iine, 
The number followins 1s tne caple/pair ana the 
private line mumper respectiviy. This 15 ali gone 
following the ISH commana. 
SIR is manay wnen you 
telepnone company numoers 

want to fina all of the 
tnat never leave tne 

Central Office. ‘his is called House Caple. You 
can print out all tnese pnone numpers oy tyPinc! 
AAX SIR 
H SE HOUSE~CABLE (or a variation like HSE-CA, it's 
up to the CO) . 

Don't forcet the . (reriog). Lets say you con't 
your dialup» or can't fiaure out an account. 

Call’ your test boarg, Central Officer Line 
Assicner+ and Frame. Ali tnese People nave diaiup 
numbers ana account/passworas ic COSMOS is in use 
an your area. Tell tnem you are So ana so from 
the COSMOS Data Center ana you've noticea illecai 
access attempts, and ask wno 1s naving the 
Problem: etc. Then ask for the account, ana 
Passwora sO you Can ao an oniine cneck to see if 
the compuver is maifunctionins. flake up a Good 
story. Tnese peopie aiso know tne WC coaes. 

If you manase to cet loscea onto BIN» ROOT, or 
SYS) type this, ana it shoula print out all the 
accounts ana encryptea passworas on the hole 
system (Thanks to Ronme Schneil for this info): 
% CATA /ETC/PASSWD 

know 

Foeitie co. sorry: 
wrong number 

fulesnones ts pan ot « Srolen im, oper a 
phone numbers. about 650 res 
In the Pacific Beach area Wed 

‘There was problem. The company 
{dido't tall the customers their numbers. Sartre being: EA Pacific Telephone the mishap an the 

pkesman Sreaksowa 
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Rip-offs, Screws and Outright Swindles 

Ma "ells Iimension PBY has opened a new dimension in PBX phreaking. 
ALL one needs in a t-tone fone and a buisness with a dimension PBX. 
Gall up the PBX at a late hour in the night, and if vou get a dial 
tone you are in buisness. The élal tone is a new feature in the 
Dimension system, called the auto operator. It enables emloyees 
with a code # to use the PRY to make calls. Because of a fuck up 
in the ROM you can dial 1-?-3-h in rapid succesion and bypass 
‘the code #. Then dial 9 and vou are on a regular line. If the 
area is equiped for international dialing you can even call over-seas. 
Another wey to call for free in the old linemono trick of line: 
hopoinr. If you have above rround lines and don't want to fo 
pole climbing you can tap houre lines by following the black 

s-in wire from the pole to the houce. Thon uce a pair of 
caftey razor blades to cut into the wire as shown in the diarran. 

Mow clip on your test cet and dial 
avay. If you have underground cables 
11 you need ic a ratchet wrench 
or larre chain nose pliers. There 
are two types of underground terminal 
voxeo ( cans ). Old and new, The 
014 ones aro semi-circular and opened 
‘ty removing a screw on the front 
top of the can, ow crasp the 
top of the can and pull up. These 
ld models do not have terminal 

locks and are full of looce wires. Tho little white things 
are connector, and can be tapped through the hole in the’ top. 
A VOH probe that bas been filed fiat works well. The new cano 
are rectanrular and are nade to discourage nocey peesle. You 
must have a ratchet vrench to be able to renove the screw, which 
ic located on the lover right - hand sido. There ic a lip on 
the bottom of the can. After removing the serev, pull straight 
up. The front of the can will move up 2", now oull out, and the 
cover conen off. The terninal block inside in reedy to be 
clizaed on. There is a SPRINT tyne of thing at 800-521-B4xX 
(XX= 00 to 50). It has an 8 gifit accece coée. Wien you hear 
the tone input your #. If you fuck uv push * to reset and otart 
over, Tho kicker is that if you call from a rotpry fone or pay 
fone you wait 3 seconés and a computer cones on and ask o for 
the #. Juot say the ¢igite and the computer will register thea. 
‘The beep you here after ench nunber you say indicates that it has 
been registered. Itc fun to play vith and imoresses your friends. 
Some poople who thoucht Conpuserve (Hicronet) was too expensi' 
visited a Trash 80 ctore end aoked to see their Video-text softvara which includes a free hour on Conpucerva and borrowed the pasovord, | after the free hour ves up they. used credit care#é ané nanes (shat were obtained by finding the carbons of charce slipd to 
continue the accounts. It takes 2-3 months for thece accounts 
to be found. Jensen Tools now cella 3 tyeo of linomars test 
sets although they are rather expensive. They also cell line 
tracera and other interesting stuff cuch ao limman's reach clips 
(aliretor clips thab bite through insulation ) at $25 for a set, 
of 4. 

lead-in cable 

conductors 

The Stainlecs Steal Rat UnkilL nent tamer Thus 15 Cantain COSMOS sicnina 
offs ana wisning you the best o: iC ke omeuter -. 

Technology 1s vitnin our cnase (vith a little hole Sex spray reportedly attracts women 
rom API}. i you nave any questions, VANCOUVER, BC.“— ~~ A Canadian company 

succestions or information, arop me a hanes | t Pay “Geglped a eveprapinecih tat ieee do waste RY mt 
for Juicy tid bits for this column, Just ike a make. S . 

Fecular magazine anes: you know. <a tle day othe Bathies cir cul ef sollar"ot tee BESS, oylidc _nalcherite devin wil cake worm want th 
ez %, “The spray .bas.a'"z .* androsterone, one of @ 
Pj 2 ‘powerht gua bel cal to weimes ia the aren," the 

A, se fas hut Se want to Anow the moan beers" 
lorne can casts $2958 (hres or $80) al shovld tant 



Homemade Firewcrks Pt. 2 
By The Magician 

RAA-~BARASAAQASAE 
In issue 72, you vere instructed on how te 

construct 8-80s, Cherry Bests etc. Ft. 2 cf this 
article deals with sore advanced firewcrk 
construction. You are reminded tc STRICTLY folles 
all the safety rules given in issue 72. 

This article is fer infcreaticnal forposes 
only, and neither AP cr the author can take any 
responsibility for any damage or injury resulting 
from its use. 

Let us start by discussing a firevorks 
phavorite- rockets. The simplest tyre cf rocket 
is a single match rccket which is very easily 
constructed as follovs: Take a paper match fron a 
match book and lay a fin flat and farallel on one 
side vith the point resting abcut halfway up the 
head. Now take an apfox. 1/2 by 3 inch fiece cf 
alosinua foil and rail it arcurd the fin ard match 
head with approx. 1/8 inch protruding beycnd the 
end tof the head. Ncw twist the 1/8 inch foil 
beyond the head into a little ncse ccne. New, with 
your fingers form the entire alupinum fcil VERY 
tightly around the fin and ratch, then slide the 
pin out leaving a little exhaust nezzle. Your 
tocket is now complete. In crder to fire it, lay 
the rocket on a rock at an agfres. 75 degree angle 
with the oose pretruding in the air. Light 
another match and held it under the nose, heating 
the foil. The match head inside will ignite, and 
with any luck (and practice) your cute satch 
rocket will ge 20 cr gore feet. Do not be 
discouraged by your firet few being duds,’ it does 
take a knack, and a little bit of experimertation. 
Hote: these rockets are very safe, just rake sure 
you use ther outdoors, and den‘t laanch thes into 
anything that can catck fire 1! Alsc, be cure to 
vear goggles and resist the tezptaticn tc use sore 
than one match head. Using than one, vill NCT 
increase the distance at all and forss a very 
dangerous cencussion sensitive explosive vhen 
confined. 

Mure complex than the satch rockets, are 
hottle rockets. Bottle reckets ere sade as 
follov: 
Koll from heavy paper, cr buy frop a distributor 
(see issue 72) a paper tute aprox. 1 1/2 inches 
long by 3/16 inch inside dGiaseter. take scne 
deling clay that hardens and, (usitg a dovel) cn 

a hard flat surface push the clay dovn to the 
bottom of the tube forsing an apprez. 2/32 inch 
plug. Nov fill the recket arrrox. 3/4 full with a 
mixture of approx. 18 farts fetassiue nitrate (NOT 
chlorate 1), 3 parts sulfur, 4 farts charcoa: 
dust, 1/2 pact aluminum dust by weight. (Note 
potassius Nitrate 1s used in place of Chlorate 
fecause rocket fuel sixture hurns slower than 
exploding mixture, alec it is ok to six sulfer 
vith potassium nitrate).If you wish the rocket to 
explode 
at its' zenith, put a little bit cf flash gewder 
on top of the rocket fuel. Ncw seal the top sith a 
wad of tissue paper dipped in glue. Take a thin 
metal rod with § peint on the end and foke a VEBY 
small nozzle hole in the clay plug cn the bctton, 
anda little into the sixture. Take an apfrox.2 
inch piece of thin Chinese style farer fuse 
{available 
from distributors) and puch it up irto the nozzle 

so that it reaches a bit inte the pevder sixtore. 
Prime the nozzle vith a tiny bit of flash fowder, 
and put a drop of dextrine tyre glue to held the 
fuse in. Allov to cospletely dry then tare or glue 
an approx. 8 inch light stick (Balea etc.) to the 
side inorder to guide the recket in flight. The 
rocket is launched free pep tottles ard is good 
for several hundred feet. 

Whistle rockets are similar to bottle rockets 
except that don't use a rezzle, and-use either 
potassius picric, cr gallic acid fer fvel. The 
construction of these rockets is difficult, and 
the chemicais involved are very hazardous, so best 
to buy them pre-built (where available). 

The same goes fcr Yarge sky reckets over 1 
oz.theic fuel is easy tc sake (variations co 
bottle rocket fuel) hewever their ccnstructicn 
such as nozzle, center hcle fcr fuel burn etc. 
xequires special tocls and is near ispessible fer 
an amateur. 

Volcanes, fountains etc. are made as follovs 
Fore a heavy cone by glue rolling farer (a! 
described in Pt. 1 for cases), and leave a srall 
hole on top. Insert 3/32 safety fuse in the hole, 
and put a drop cf glue tc held“it in. Pill the 
cone with a mixture of egual parte of saguesius 

powder, zinc powder, pevwdered iron, fevdered 
charcoal, powdered sulfur, and a dcuble pertion cf 
yotassius nitrate. Seal the wide bottoms with a 
heavy card board disc, and glue. When lit, this 
spectacular fireverk vill start with a little 
spray of sparks, and gradually grow (depending cn 
tov large you made it) to an incredible 
pyrotechnic shover of sparks going up to 10 feet 
or.aore in the sky, and raining down. 

A very common firevorks device is srarklers. 
They are sade as follevs: Prepare a mizture cf 2( 
parts potassiua nitrate, 4 farts solfur, 6 farts 
charcoal dust, § farts iron filings (affroz. 40 
mesh), 1 part  alueinoe dust (ty weight). Wow ada 
the sixture to scee shellac soluticn ferming 8 
very thick paste that will stick te the wire. Dip 
a stiff piece of vire into the faste, and coat 
thoroughly. (fxperience vil} shew you hew to get 
just the right coating). Allcw the sparklers to 
a@ry. A great many sparklers can be sade at once 
this vay. 

At this point, I should tell yeu that any 
these show type firewcrke can be sade to bi 
color by adding a little stontius ritrate for red, 
bariua chlorate for green, cr copfer sulfate for 
blue etc. (D0 NOT use a sulfate with a chicrate 1 

Pt. 1.) 
se military type eroke boebs can te sade 

by the folloving mixture in a noncritical length 
Paper tube either ought cr rolled. Use 
relatively thin and locse paper end caps and 
safety fuse inserted. The sucke sixtures are, 
YELLOW: 5 parts fotassiue nitrate, 2 parte sulfor 
flour, 3 parts arsenic sulfide, red (very 
poisonous ! Do not get cr hands 1). WHITE: 12 
parts potassium nitrate, 16 farts sulfur flour, 1 
fart charcoal dust. OL: Sase as white but adda 
little arsenic sulfide, bleck. 

You now have keen exposed to the basics of 
homemade firevork waking. If you are really 
interested, read as such as Fessible (Igncre any 
book that ‘recommends fcrmulas involving siatores 
of chlorates or perchlordtee and sulfurs cr 
sulfides. This is a good indication that the 
author does not know what he is talking abcrt (see 
Pt. 1.) PLEASE f ke careful. We de not need our 
elected officials te yeu getting injured as an 
exaaple for even stricter lave on fireworks. Lets 
keep firevorks a fun, safe tradition. 
any questions, commente,new fermulas etc. Mail to 
TAP, C/O The RAGICIAN 

The Polyaraph Test 

Todays more than evers the polygraph test is be- 
ing used to intimidate and investigate the alledaed- 
ly free citizens of our country. Although the poly- 
afaph test has been ruled too unreliable for use as 
evidence in courts its use by employers continues. 
Many large retailers require periodic tests to 
er employee theft. Though supposedty used to check 
honestys questions like DO YOU LIKE YOUR JOBfor else 
ARE YOU AANNING TO QUIT SOON? are freauentiy slipe- 

din. 
The first thing you should know is that the mach- 

ine doesnt detect lies. All it can do is measure 
your blood pressures respiration rater and skin con- 
ductivity. The examiner watches, graphs of these func 
tions and tries to guess if youre lying, Guess is 
the right word too. 

‘The best thing to do is avoid polveraph test if 
possible. Refuse on the basis of religion or ethical 

over tests mre tii 
) and use sources quoted here to prove it. 

The money he saves on palyerach tests could be used 
for better wages! 

Second you might try to contro! your physical 
This can reauire months of trainings but 
t-dive-a-shit-attitude can helo tow 

ctions. The examiner will be serious 
try to det you hype to relax and be 

calm as passibles even biases 
Finallys use some chemicat aide. Tranquilizers 

like Valium or Librium may be some helo. Alcohol 
or pot won't hele and mieht be detected. But don't 
go in like @ zombie. SCIENCE magazines April 3+ 
1961 has an excellent article Mil town 
(meprobamate) in 400 mé doses to beat the old Iie 
detector. Whi yor at the library look up 
ESQUIRE, January 1978 for some examples of the 
worth! ness of the whole arocedure. Show it to 

your bossa so he can see how hes wasting his money, 
If he doesnt agrees all you will need is a2 cow 

ple of Miltowns (meprobamate requires a crescrip- 
tion and is names), It 
WOFKSs sees 

te 

ble Missions Force
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FREEBASING TIPS 

Some of the readers who tried the freebasing, ex- 
periment in TAP Issue #70 may have had the fol- 
lowing happen to their experiment: 

Water, cocaine, and baking soda were added to the 
freebase vial. Ether was added, and the vial was 
shaken well. Then, when the ether layer was drawn 
off and dropped on a mirror to evaporate, no white, 
crystal cocaine freebase remained; instead, all 
that remained was a gooey, oil 1ike puddle that re- 
fused to be scraped off the mirror with a razor 
blade. 

‘This problem is probably caused by a synthetic 
*cain® such as tetracaine, procaine, butacaine, or 
tropacocaine, which freebase up as oils instead of 
smokable powder. It's a x drag to have spent a 
hundred dollars or more on a gram of coke only to 
end up with a puddle of goo. 

If there is any authentic cocaine in the gooey 
puddle on your coke mirror, you of course want to 
try to crystallize it so that it can be scraped up 
and smoked. Try blowing warm, dry air on the oily 
puddle with a hair dryer. Lightly scraping a razor 
blade across the puddle may help bring up a white 
powder, If the puddle starts to turn white and 
crystallize, you're in luck. 

by Dr. Atomic 

On the other hand, if this doesn't work, what you 
have just purchased for cocaine may be some syn- 
thetic other than cocaine. Look in the pages of a 
current High Times magazine and you'll see a hal: 
dozen synthetics being sold as “incense”. There 
may be a small amount of real cocaine in the oily 
puddle, a token amount, but because there is a lot 
of synthetic cain (or other synthetic) present, the 
puddle won't crystallize no matter how much you dry 
it. 

you do get a good return of white powder back, 
-thia does not necessarily.mean that you have a rela- 
tively pure sample: there are synthetics that will 
freebase up into a white powder; for example,. lido~ 
caine will base up. It has a characteristic taste 
when smoked (not too good), and it gives you a rush 
and a whistle, or hissing, in your ears when inhaled. 
But the rush doesn't last as long as coke, and it 

* often will give you a sick feeling in the stomach. 
In contrast, cocaine in small amounts will almost 
always make you feel good -- not bad, and cocaine 
has a pleasant taste when smoked. Unfortunately, 
much coke on the et is cut with lidocaine and 
other adulterante, so practice more chemistry and 
separate the cut from the coke before smoking. 
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TAP RAP by TOM EDISON 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all of the people who helped and supported TAP in 1981. I hope that we'll continue to receive your 
support in 1982, Your comments, both pro and con, about TAP are greatly welcomed. we incourage 
letters to the Editor and informational feedback 
of all kinds. We are continually seeking new 
writers and incourage all our readers to submit 
articles and information. Please type all articles 
on a good typewriter using a five inch type column width. You can also help us by sending in those 
interesting filler news clip items and feature 
news articles that we reprint in ouf issues. TAP 
is still interested in publishing THE BEST OF 7 
in book form. We'd appreciate hearing from any 
Prospective publishers on this matter. TAP price 
increases went into effect on February 1, 1982. 
Orders received with insufficient payment will be 

ted. Please PRINT your name -and complete 
s with Zip code whenever you write to TAP. Also include your number/letter code from the top 

right hand corner of your mailing label. Thankx. 

If you want 
to cut your phone bills, 

cut out this chart. 
ack Insues are $.75 each. Issue #50 is $1.50. 

Subscriptions - 10 issues - US Bulk Rate $7. 
U i: velope Rate $8. 
US First Class in plain sealed envelope $10. | canada & Mexico Pirst Class $10. 
Foreign Surface $8. - Foreign Air Mail $12. {| IMPORTANTI Please include your mailing labe2 or al 

-
-
-
J
 

Xerox copy whe: er you write to TAP about your 
subscription, 
Electronic Courses - $.75 each. A - DC Basics. | B= AC Basics, Phone Basics, D ~ Amplifier 
TAP "Ma Bell" Pi te 
TAP "l0th Anniversa 

h = $1.51 
| " Pen $50. Ch i] TAP Cassette rape - $4. Hear Capt Crunch. Al Bell, 

Joe Engressia aot Security “Chief John Doherty. | 
| TAB Fact Sheet #2 - $.50. Credit card call hints 

TAP Pact Sheet #2 - $.50. Free BELL phone cali: 
TAP Pact Sheet $3 - $.50. Free GTE phone calla. 

| TAP Fact Sheet 4 
t Displayed Red Box, & 2600 whistle Perfector plans. 

-$,50. Dual Tone Oscillator, | 
Send CASH, check, or money order to : 1 

1 zap, Room 603, 147 West 42nd Street, New York, 

ene |



FCC ruling will mean 
telephone rate hikes 

ningson, The Federal Communications In edditlon, state regulatory commissions ust 
Commission, Taovlig Geally to implement a hey consider how fates for different customers—euth «3 
Policy change approved more thon a year ago, business and residential —will be affected. 
yesterday cleared the way for telephone rate n- But FOC officials uxy by the time the cow 
tereases serosa the country. depreciation schedules are reflected on the local 

By a0 vote, the agency authorized the nation's level, the increases probably will average roughly 60 
telephone com cents a month, 

les | to algnifics ‘The process begun yesterday will affect all the 
Sheed dp the fgpresalog Jocal operating eompanies owned by the American 
of thelr equipment and ‘Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
facilities, ALTHOUGH THE faster depreciation schedules ‘The decision Is expected may vllimately become a factor in the breakup of 
to tranetate into an addition ATAT, as proposed in en antitrust settlement 
nal $1 Dillion in local rate reached two weeks they ‘were not prompted by 
Increases across the coun- that setilement ‘or by efforts to dereguiate the 

a aera ee tc cap ony hon tc . an pantes” higher level of was approved by the FCC tn Novewber 1060. It 
[reciation expense. ‘Without the changes being implemented today, the 
telephone companies would have been enlitled to 
colleet an additional $150 mifilon in depreciation 

their + 
iipment using a s9-called “remaining 

jue instead of “whole life.” 
‘White the change increases the amount of revenue 

needed in the hort run—and thus raises rates— 
‘experts aay It Is designed to benefit tonsumers in the 

ag run becaure the telephone companies woa't 
have to urn to expensive money markets to finance 
construction and can introduce advanced equipment 
more rapidly, 

Boy bandit ‘settles’ for $100 

accounts of each of the 38 firms every y 

Don't ever let anybody tell you same- ‘US Savings Bank on Broad Street in Newark. 

EIME Lett happened esterday te, comet sank ead tas es tae 
. sis a Rng, Give me £2,000 or sore 

sash po weap toa, 
teller didn't know what to 

shes othing and 

Stamped out 

post ofice here. 

‘powered the vouth and tok bim away. 
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that law and sense are 20t STOCKHOLM = A 19-year-old woukl-be thief 
deseme”— Netra, ‘wound ep in jail after trying to rob a man who was 

boldup.” the man told 

 Sudents said che representative. 
Facubry and staf are also inetuded in 
the investigation and this smudy ix 
conducted on college and usi- 

versity campuses throughout the 
state and the country, he sald, 
“The cost of telephone fraud that 

[New Jersey Bell incurred over a six- 
|, moth period was $1,865,100, a3 of 

‘aid the Bell repre- 
that the 

cost for this year amounts to $2.7 
million, 

NOVEL POSTAGE — Short of 2-cent stamps, Samus! Spector o! 
nies to this envelope to make up the latest, 

rate Increase. The tatter arrived on echedule, with the coins 
canceled by machino. 

Mail-icious 
FLORENCE, Ariz. — Three Death Row in 

mates at the Arizona State Prison have been using their 
itn fo Mk cnc is gh tee eter 

‘They said Saturday that the convicts’ fraudulent 
‘schemes involved rare cain and stamp deals and the 

‘of books and magazines from publishers with- 
out for them. 

‘An unidentified inmate swindled more than $1,000 
‘trom callectars from New York to Taiwan in stamp and 
nln deals, investigators said. 

TAP, Room 603, 147 W. 42 St., NY 10036 


