On TAP
TOM Ab.yEDISON

On behalf of myself and the TAP staff let wme
wish all our readers a healthy, happy, and
prosperous 1983 NEW YEAR. As has been my policy
for the past few years, my initial column {is
geared primarily for all of our new subscribers,
however, all of you long-time subscribers should
read it too. The TAP office i{s being swamped with
what 1 call "error™ mail. This mail is wasting the
valuable time of the TAP ntaff. To help eane the
situation, let me again state TAP policy. Free
subscriptiona are avallable to prisoners ONLY,
providing they list a prison address, Free back
issues are NOT avallable to prisoners. The postage
is very expensive and most prisons won't deliver
them anyway, especially after they've opened them
up for inspection and seen the type of information
that is in them. Our current number of free
prisoner subscribers is large and the cost for
this service is being shared by all. If you are
unemployed and cannot afford a subscription, send
for your issues one at a time. If you cannot
afford $.75 a month for an issue, you are in even
worse financial shape than you realizel

Payment MUST accompany all orders. PLEASE print
or type your name and address, We cannot read your
scribbling and chicken scratching which you call
handwriting. If we can't read your order, don't
complain to us that you d4idn't receive your order!
And please write your name and address on your
letter. A number of you lazy bastards are just
sending in a check with no other letter of
instructions. How the hell are we supposed to know
you want? If your check is sent to our bank before
we've had a chance to get your name and address
off of it, your order is lost! We are receiving a
lot of mail with no addresses on it. Again, if you
don't list your address, how the hell do we know
where to mail your order?

EPFECTIVE JARUGARY 1, 1983 TAP subscription
rates are $8 for a Bulk Envelope sub and $10 for a
rirst Class sub mailed in a plain white envelope.
We have eliminated the old bulk stapled rate, It
was too time and energy wasting. Please note that
all TAP subscriptions and orders are prorated. If
you send in an insufficient amount of payment you
will get your order proportional to the amount of
your payment.

We are getting stuck with a lot of rubber
checks from you cheap bastardst! EFFECTIVE
IMMEDIATELY: all personal checks MUST clear your
bank before we will ship your order. Orders
accompanied by certified checks, money orders, and
CABH will be shipped immediately. Remember, the
108 discount applies to CASH only. It does WOT
apply to checks or money orders made payable to
cash, CABH refers to the green currency of U.S.
vintage supposidly backed by Big Brother in D.C.

When you RENEW your subscription, please send
us one of your mailing labels, preferably the
latest one. The code numbers and letter in the
upper right corner help us to locate you on our
computer 1ist. I have been asked a number of times
by readers just what those code numbers and letter
stand for. The first number is the first issue
number of your subscription. The next number is
the first issue you will miss if you do not renew,
The letter is your sub type: "B" for bulk; "F" for
first class; "E" for export; “"C" for Canadian.
Some of you have an "E" on your labels. This stood
for an experimental sub type : the "Elfte” first
class sub. This is being phased out and will
eventually be replaced by the letter "F",

%e mail two {ssues in each mailing to save on
postage. Two issues weigh under one ounce. Isgues
are published monthly except for the summer months
when we take a well deserved vacation. All
subscriptions run for ten issues and are mailed
around the beginning of January, March, MNay,
September, and November.

Readers are incouraged to send in news clips,
jtems of interest, and written articles for
publication. All articles MUST be typed or
computer printed using a five (5) inch type column
width., Any other format will be rejected.
Newspaper and magazine articles and/or clips can
be ANY size. We use these as filldrs and need
various sizes.

I hope this clears up some of the things you,

new readers wanted to know about TAP. Feel free to
write to TAP anytime. TAP is YOUR newsletterl
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by Ox I. Mandias

Your telephone toll records (the listing o pour long
diatance calla that accorpanies pour bill each ronth)
provides a handy diarn of vho you knowt (4 knov vell),
where vou are going or have been, etc. Tiese are avail-
able 1ithout narrant to the riga and can 4 are wned
apainet nou 11 ;ou're suerected of hanky-panky by the man,
They 're great for linking nou to others in a comsriracu
or findinp vou if you decide to take it on the lan.

"Skip tracers” (bill collectors.and other free-lance pips)
also find thern useful for the same reason. S0 i wou
rlav arownd or like vour privacy, take note 48 use pav
rhonen (and not alvaus the sarw one), A vord to the wige.

To all dope cherrizta, or would-be dore cheriato, let
me reitarate: buuinp chericaln (esrectally watched pre-
cureors) from an above-prownd cherical compeamy IS5 A BUST
scomer or later - and probably cooner, for thai matter.
The coeran: in unuali: either a NEA Ating oreration or
coorerating vith the navka, A& !Hichiaan TAPer vho learned
the hard vav ‘rom 'lerrill Scientific suggeata buralar-
txing either a collepe chem lab or cher swgrly house to
avoid these rit‘alls. A Taxas TAlar 1o savs mi vaming
saved his asr, pent in  a riece from the Dullan Observer
(28 Sert/82) about Geornia Lab Suprly ( a DEA front out
of Decatur, Ga., vho fished for suckers bu meming ado in
Hiph Tires 8 Rolling Stone). In the case described, a
tracking "beeper” was hidden in a mametic stirrer to ke
track of the conapirators when they picked ur the ship-
ment of chems & aquirment. [miveracl Solvents out of
Chieago ia another sting oreration to be warn of.

Rererber, to get cherricals: 1) steal them, 2) have an
ingside comtact at a chen corpanu get them, 3) have an
inside contact at a company that legitimately buva the
chemicale nou desire, 4) uce several separate “mules”

8 rass the chemicals between peorle & locations over a
reriod of at least € months, 5) sunthesixe your rrecursors
from simpler wwatched chemicals, or 6) synthesixe a
lenal analogue,

The drup outlam) should alao be aware that the recent
merger of the FBI & the DEA probablu apells trouble with
the use of the FBI's more saphisticated investigative
methods, such as wiretaps & use of [inancial records,
which the DEA often ignored or botched,

The P.I.C.0, & Continu ing Criminal Enterrrise (21 USC848)
statutes are also comidg into vogue apainst dope crirmnala,
They require precious little proof & carrv tine measured
in the decades,

A new bug used by lav enforcerment types is desiqned to
thuart de-bugging swveeps with RF detectors. This device
utilizes a sptke microphone (a contact or remote mic-may
aleo be used) to piok wp conversation from the targeted
room externally, through the wall, The mic input is nov
used to modulate an {nfra-red Dean which is aimed at a
line-o0/-aight IR receiver 50-7§ yarde aay (on the top
of a talephons pole i favoured), which picks wp the
beam vith a IR photocell, recovers the audio-freq. signal,
and then retransmits it on a standard RF transmitter.

The purpose of this rowid-about way of eavesdropping ta
to avoid having a source of RF snergu in the room or {n
the {mmediate vieinity that may be picked up in a sveep
with a field-strength metér, Only a good (inside and
outside) physical search of the premises will wncover this
tupe of bug.

nd speaking of invasions of privacy, an articla in
Soience (3 Sept/82) detaila the methodology of wiretarping
by intercepting the signals of miorowave relay towers.

The specifics of this are detailed in advanced terme in
the FTIS publioations I mentioned in an article soms time

ago.
This has been Oz Y. Mandias, reminding you to live fast,
die yowng & laave a good looking corpse,



SUYING CHEMICALS by Dr. Atomic

As you may know, buying chemicala and reagents
is not as easy as walking into Radio Shack and
buying a bagful Of reaistors ant diodes. For ones
thing, Radio Shack won't call the DEA on you.

T™he technologist who seeka chemicals for his hod-
bies, whatever they may be, {f ha doea not follow
eatablished buying procedure, is autamatically as—
sumed to ba an illegal drug manufacturer, and the
Chamical Supply Mouse (C3H) sales agents will call
in the DEA to investigste.

To aveid repeating others' mistakes, {t {a help-
ful o know what dossn’t work. The mOet COmmON
method of purchasing chemicals that does not work
15 a method I call the “Get The Chemicals And Try
TO Shake Them" method, In this method the Tech—
nologist goes into the CSH "cold” to make a pur-
chase. He suspects that thay will call the author-
ities on him, but he thinka that he can shake the
surveillance. Although it can be done with some
Jamas Bond style tactics, the failure rate is high,
perhaps as high as 7%%. Dr. Atamic does not re~
commend this method,

Sneaking by the CSR salas people is difficult,
To give you an idea of what you are up against,
hara are 4 few things that they watch out for:
naw accounts: cash purchases: out of town custo-
mers; individual (not corporate) purchases: all
orders for drug pIecursors; customer pick ups:
hippy appearance: and lack of expertise {n uaing
the nomenclature of chemiscry.

The second moet common method of obtaining chesmi-
cals that does not work, in many cases, is buying
on the Bleck Market. The reason why the Black Mar-
Xat {sa no good, in general, is because the DEA is
out there selling precursors (o fronting them),
hoping to lure in 30me unwary technologist. Be-
ware of sting operxationa, many of which are run
through classifind ada, Although you may know the
gquy you sre getting the chemicals from, X! the OZA
is involved anywhere along the supply route, you'll
probably pick~up a canapiracy charge (thought-
crime), which carries a penalty of 3-15 years.

Thias {3 no game.

NOw that we know whatr dossn't work, here's the
method that has a better probability of success.

1 call it the "Inside Job™. It's simple: get a
job at a place that has the chemicals and help
yourself, CSH's, manufacturing industry, and laba
are good choices.

If you aren't able to do the Inside Job yourself,
checx your list of friends to see {f you have some-
one who can get the cheme from where ha works. If
you don't have such a friend already, perhape you
can arrange to have a friend infiltrate some busi-
nnogy with the chema. The rule is that you have to
Xeep control Oof your lime of supply and not have
any police or informers in it.

T™he insida job has many possibilitiea. Por ex-
ample, one could start his own cowmpany and run
“the siphon". The manufacture of perfumes, essen-—
tial ocils, and insectiasides are business that use
a wide range of chemicals. TO bs succegsful with
this approach, one has to actually carry on a le-
gal buisness. It’'s a lot of work, but you secure
s long~term, relatively safa source of supply.

I have stated this before and will repeat it
here again because 1t {s importent: ALL CHEMICALS
ARE WATCHED CHEMICALS, Soms are hotter than others,
of course. But all of the immediate drug precur-
sors such as phanylacetic acid, benzyl chloride,
and methylamine will almost always set off an alert.
If you are ordering Precursors to your buainess,
you must be able to juatify their use in your manu—
facturing or aales proceas.

The days of just walking in and Duying chemicals
fast and easy ars Oover, There are no fast ways,
for all practical purposes, to safely buy chemicals
other than by having a friend “insjide~. The grim
reality that wa must face is that the practice of
chemistry is in effect being prohibited to indivi~

duals,

It is said that freedom of the press belongs ta
he who owns the prwss: likewise, freedom of the

actice of chemistry belongs to he wihc controls
A8 source of #upply =— or owns iR,

AT _TECHNOLOGY by Jolly Roger

Many banks and S&L's are now isasuing debit cards
as well as credit cazrds. These debit cards allow
withdrawals from ons's acoount sither over the
counter or from Automatic Teller Machinee (ATH's).

The Parsonal Account Mumber (PAN) {s ambossed on
the card, while the Personal Identification Mmber
(PIN) ia sncoded on the magnetic stripe giuad onto
the back of tha card. Sinca the PIN number is sup~
poasdly xnown only to the holder, if the card ia
loat or stolsa it still cannot be used.

Usually the holder of the card inserts it iato
the ATM, punches in his PIN mmber (somatimss the
PAN mumbar as wall), and the machine acans the caxd
and relays the information to a computer via tele-
iﬁtau‘. lines. If sverything checka ocut the money
a issusd.

Daily limits vary and can be as low as $100 a day
ox vary with tha siza of tha account. ATM's asa
truly the wave of near term banking future, and
tens of thousanda of them are being inetallad all
over the world sach year due to theair success and

popularity.

There are generally five ways a machine ia pro-
tactad: 1) primarily by the secret, sacoded PIN
number! 2) limits of daily withdrawala; 3) auto-
matic card confiscation by the machine under owr-
tain circumstances; 4) photos takean of the user
by the machine; and 5) silent alarms.

It 1s interssting that stories appear where a
machine "goes orazy"” and coughs up lots of monay
to scmeond that turns it back into the bank, but
the atories Of fraud are not printed in the media
or sven sharsd betweeu banks usually.

The machines can ba defeated thru several stra~-
togies much as stealing the card from the card-
holder and decoding the PIN, having a dsbit account
and denying your withdrawals by baving scmecoe else
use your card, employees within the bank ataaling
liats of PAN/PIN numbers and making up bogus cards
completa with mag-strip, putting false fronts on
the machinas to collect cards and money from legiti-
mate users, tapping the phone linea with a tape re-
cordar and replaying it the naxt day, tapping the
phaone linea and deciphering tha code and feseding
in your own information, working in the bank amt
programming the computer to think your account has
mors money in it than it really doas, or for the
real wizard to figure out an electronic device that
would tap in the phona lines and order the machine
to simply espty itself, There are other mathods
only limited by the imagination.

About the most practical and productive way is
simply to photograph users of ATM'A with a tale—
photo lans and portable video tape movie camera,
replaying your movis at your leliaure and copying
down all tha PIN and PAN numberas. Then, coe can
take plain blank plastic carda and uas an ancoder
machine to put the information magnetically on
tapas and glue it to tha carda, Tha tape has the
PAM number, PIN number, and lastly a "check digic”
derived from the foregoing two mumhers.

Any good book on computer tachnology for credit
cards will explain how to f{igure check digits,
Qet your own debit card from the bank and decods
it to meke sure you ars uaing tha same formula for
the check digit.

You can decode nag-stripe by using a “reader®
connected to a "writer” available at eleatronics

outlets, or by placing chromium dioxide tape over
tha mag-strip and heating it with a 300 degree iroca
to transfer the information, or by using a magnetic
daveloper to produce a hard copy of tha shcrypted
data.

Reading the right books will anawer any questiona
you have about encoding, decoding, eacryption,
check digita, or whatever., BEncoding machines are
available from companies that sell "Credit Card
Squipmeat & Swpplies® in your Yellow Pages.

Por the less imaginative a LAN rockat will prob-
ably loosen up the money cartfidge f{xom a suburban
ATM very nicely.



Tha ARPANET
(Part I111: Genaral MNetnates)

by Fresd Steinbeck

This is my last column {n the ARPFANZIT series of
articles, although thers may be occasional updates
in the future. This column will try te cover
miscellansous information that didn't fit anywhere
slse, and things like that...

SRI°w Sarvices

The Network Informatlon Center (NIC) at BRI can
be very helptul in nethecking. The last column
mentioned the NIC casputer (host 2/71), and talked
about uaing that for getting information on the
ARPANET.

Mowever, SR! has other Ffunctions. First off,
they publish two sxcellent bnoks. Tha firsc, the
1,020 page ARPANET Rescurce Banddeck (NIC document
sumber 47500), tells all about each computer
connected to the ARPANET. Thias book A186 limtw ths
natwork llaisons (pecple who are the resident gurus
at various places connected to ths nst) and how to
get in touch with them.

Anocher book is the 560 page ARPANET Directery
(NIC document numbar 49000). This book lists all
the legitimate (and sometimes illegitimate) users
of the ARPANKT. This im the book that [ usa the
mosl., a3 it is more current than the Reseuwrcs
Randbwok (March '82 as comparesd ta Pebruary '80 for
the Handbook). The Directary also lists the
physical locatrions of TIPF's and TAC's, snd many
other useful things.

These documents can be ordered (free, no less)
from the NIC st SRI International. They prefar
ARPANZT mail, 30 if you have access to tha net for
msi{ling, sand a messages to NICESRI-NTC. [f you
must, phone (415) 859-3695, or Telex 334463. If you
do any of thase things, be prepared to look
offlcial...

Oh, yeah: aak to be put in the ARPANET
diractory. They usud to have an (intelligent)
policy of limiting the people in the directory to
authorized users, but then thay started allowing
anyone to be put in jt. Mail to NICESRI-NIC and
include your name, physical mall address, network
mail address, and your phonae number,

Good Computers

There are a number of good computers for
nethackers. The first, and tha most famous, is the
Artificlal Intelligence lab cComputer et MIT
(MIT-AI). This ts host address 2/6, There I8 2
pragqras theve which you will want to run, called
ACOUNT. This allows you to get & gquaeat ACCOURL aon
the system. Unfortunately, at the time of this
weiting, the MIT~Al systam was scheduled to be
taken oft of the net and raplaced with nIT-0Z,
which has berter account segucity.

1 you do manage to get an the system, there i3
an INFPO program which will teach you many thinga
about the ARPANET, and while it is obnoxijous to
use, it's very sducational.

Anothar good ones L8 the Stanford Unlversity
Artificial Intelligencs Lab computer (SU-AI ac
SAIL!. This {= homt 0/11l. SAIL has an extensive
help library (just type *help”) and you can learn a
great amount here, too. Also, one of ths help
commands ("help help® dets a list of topics)
produces a huge list of various computers connected
to varfous networks (inciuvding soma phone numbers).

Governsent Cowmputers

?or those of you wha acte into breakling
government computers, you mdy want to Cry some of
these syatems:

Cainea~Cateway, host 1/57. This computer allows
acces3 to the Community Online Intelligence 3ysted
(COINS), which is a aubnet of the ARPANIT., COINS
{taell allows accesu to & rastricted subnet of the
COINS net.

Tycho, host 0/57. The Tycho computer Is run by
the Marional Securiry Agency. I have no idea what
it does, as the only intormation I have on it is a
6 line description which tells nothing about (t.

PRNT-UMIX, hoat 3/26. This computer {3 used for
"taxt processing and adminlatrative support® (yah,
! bet...) by the Alr Porce Data Services Center,
Thae Pentagon. ! have heard that this system vas
penstratesd by a phreak and nothing interesting wvas
found, but he could have mizsed sowmething,

Thase are only some of the governmental
coamputars connected to the net. I wouldn't de
surprised If there are more syatens on the net thas
they say there sre.,. 80 go wild, peoplsl Pind
those systems and repart ‘em to TAP

fHere UMIX Wizardry

by frad Steinbeck

Okay, as promimed in lasue number 79, hers is
another interesting thing which can be done to what
just may be the varld's least secure aperating
systam: UNIX. Actually, I suppose the honor of
"least msmcurs OS5~ has to go to the I[TE operating
system, developad by MIT, but who cares?

ARSRymous Neasages

Ever wanted to leave 2 message advertising TAP
on your UNIX system, but didn’l want your neme
sssociated with 1t? Well, here's how to do it and
cedain safy from the “"suthorittes”™.

O UNIX, to put a bulletin !n on .the systenm
bulletin board, you give the command “Mafl maqe“.
Well, ag lt rturns out, there {8 no mail account
callud "msgs®, But 1f wa check the file /uar/bin/
aliasen, we find a 1ist of mail alfames. That is,
this flle contalns all the alisses which cause mail
to 'be delivered to somebody else (nstead of who it
was majled to.

Ir so happens that there i{s an alias for "msga®,
and it translates to the program "/usr/bin/meqs -=*
which is the program to post messages on the
bulletin board. The "-8" taellm it to post the
BeSEAgeS, not to read old ones.

Anyway, first create a file which looks mxactly
lixe one generated by the Mall prograw, That lis,
one which has a "Prom: blah®, a "To: blah® and a
*cubfactr blah”™ Clald In tt -~ look at any letter
you've received and copy that pattern. Anyway.
change the “From:™ header to a suitable, non-
existanc name like "phreak™, the "To:" fleld to
read "mags®, the subject to whataver you want, and
then save the file (which we will call "file”, for
sake of arqument).

Than giva the command!
cat file | /usc/bin/mags -8

which will put the message on the bulletin board.
This proved handy when [ broka into a U.5. Geoleg-
fcal survey computer and put up some TAP ads.
Didn't surprise me much that the nwxt day thae
panawords for all accounts wers changed...



CREDIT CARDS
by Simon Jester

You have probatly heard thet Bell is going to
eliminate third party billing soon. Very soon., As
early as January 19€3 in some places, They claim
that there is too much phraud. So they are only going
to sllow collect and credit card calle from pay

hones. That was the good news. Here's the bad nevs.
ﬁell is changing the way credit card codes will te

m8de up. neliable sources tell me that the new CC's
w11l still contsin your area code and number, but
the “AC code and check digit will te replaced by a

threc dlelt code. The objsct,: of course, is to keep
us from msking up cards.

Jone sources say the new codes will te random,
and connot he deterzined sinply from knowing the
phone numter, while other people tell me that the
new codes vill te created fron the numter, like a
very complicated version of the present check digit
gyctem. iell would prefer totally random codes,
tecsuse they 1ould te almost impossitle to break,
Lut it would rejuire an operator to verify every
cz2rd every time 8 CC call iz made. This would
roezulre o very larye computer syaten., It is not
teyond lell'e cagacity, tut it would certainly be
very extensive. If the code is creuted from the
phone nuaver, it vould te possitle for each cperafor
{or & £n3ll nicro) to check esch code vithout a
lary'c centr:l computer. ; much chesper alternative,
rut not as securn, os we vould eventually figure
nut the formuls used to nake up codes. 1 tend to
think they ' 111 opt for the completely rundom codes,
tut it ic herd to tell, and the upcoaming split into
72 zeporatr compsnies makes it very hard to predict
wvhat w11l happen, if anyone of you faithful 7.k
readers learny anythin: stout the new CC systen,
plesire write it up and send it in.

Tou may huve seen those Lluc payphonce Dell
ir inctal)ins thot don't take rnoncy, tut only sllo:
you teke moke collect or L calls, .any of them will
nllov you to mate & ST call without ever talking ton
an operator. (Jo7 regular psyphonss vork thiu way
too nos) Iou ju~t iinl iarea code+number, ani u
rocorenn volee coter on ant tells you to puncia in
your . nuater or J for w humzan cperctor. Sou ucually
o entnenc teo aet the coue right. ahie e &

1 ety tay to oweme 2L codeo 4ng cce i€
»Ltill s90d. 1 Nave U130 hedrd thut wnen the
sy~ ten iz opub into e”fect, you will te uile
to £~ un to the Lluz payphenes, anid put in ¢ zpeciel
coae inctede 0f thne regular 2 ¢igit code an certain
cnres, ent oyou - ill gei zpecial a=ilities. 1 heve

N9 leg vnew ohe Le sLilitlne ore or nov thiz works,
wut e ¢rciqned for interndl ioll use only,

vattl tu> ne  JD edIw smreTia it put into efficty
ncre’s a hiat on Latting 00l curic, Lell is tryine
we orgoaverjont: ta uce tacir *calling cards” (tneir
nn Inr o211 creiit csrdsn), so the cerus are frez
apt urine thea ig cheajer thon mozt other operator
a~virtad ca’ln, Jut oficn the operstor not only
chacls to -2~ 1f the ch=ci cote 1o pood, btut to ge=
I the eard r2slly evists, Thie neans it is useful
tr nzve v rowul credit card code availalle vhen
ncceesdry, o¢ have rell nake up & real coue for
you, like thisi look up some nunicr in the phone
coni, ¢oll uw che vppropriste ©illing office, and
resuest 4 U fnr thot numier. wve sure you know the
nawe, culreszeg, and phone nuiter you sre suppocedly
calling froa. Whe card itzell Is free, 3¢ it won't
shot up on the guys till. .hen the carc sheve up in
hir mail, he noy ack bell wh3t it is, anc theyrll
tel) him, hut tney will protatly suggest he keuvp
it in case ne cver wants to use it., You, of course,
have made up his coaplete CC couc (including A0
coue #nd check digit) and c¢sn now use w reel penuine
Lell credit card, .hen he gets his till with all
your calls on 1t, he +ill complsin to Lell who will
tuke the charges off and slsorb the cost of your
phone calls. “he curd ought to be good for a few
nonths tefore it is turned off. lemember to only
c3ll people who hava short memories of vho called
then, or call payphones. This system ought to keep
you all in CC codes until the new CC system is put
into effect. If you don't know how to make up @
CC code for a phone numter using the RAQ code and
check digit, write to Tom for a copy of "TA} fact
sheet 71: Credit card calling hints™, 50¢ a copy.
See Tap .'72 for the 1982 check dipits.
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Technology Illustrated-
What that was sbout, snywsy.

by Cheshire Catalyst

A few months ago, | was contacted by an
ed{tor of Technology Illustrated magazine in
Boston. They had heard of us through a freelance
journalist in Boston, and wanted to do a feature
story on the *Technological Underground™, and we
were the closest manifestation of this that they
could find, After all, the uter Criminals”
that get away with all manner of evil deeds can't
be found, and wouldn't want to be written up in
any case.

TAP's philosophy In such instances is to
provide informetion to anyone who requests (t. TAP
Is, after all, the keeper of The Forbbiden
Knowledge, or at least the knowledge that Bell,
and other utilfties and corporations and
governments don't want you to know. We normally
try to keep a low profile so that Bell and the
others won't think us a target worth botherl
about, and 30 we generally try to have the word 2’
our exlistance travel only by word of mouth. The
only times we've gone out seeking publicity was
for the Phone Phreak Conferences we've occassionly
held over the years. Then, we needed to get the
word out so that money we sunk into the
conferences out of our own pockets would at least
eome back, and we'd bresk even.

In eases where Gentle Persons of the Press
have written in seeking us, I've sent out our
1ittle press release {"For Release On Request™) to
the people requesting the info. Some have stopped
down for a beer with us, and have even gotten
something Into print. Others just had a beer.
While we've been written up in The Washington
Post, Infoworld, The 8ilicon Gulch Gazzette, and
even Business Communjcations Review (which refered
to me as "one of the counrty's best known Phone
Phreaks.” Thanks for the compliment Jerry) as well
as other publications, we've never gotten the
response from any of them as we've gotten from the
article {n the October issue of Technology Illus-
trated.

Reaction was immediate in some circles. |
lost my job with the "Large Manhattan Firm" that |
used to work for, and Technology Illustrated lost
the Bell System as advertisers. As a result, I am
available for consulting on how easy it would be
to enter remote computer systems, and Tech I)lus-
trated would like to get advertising from any
other telephone common carrier. If your company
doesn't like Bell, suggest to your advertising
department that Tech 111 might be a good place to
drop an ad or two.

Alot of people have written to ask how the
hotographs were done. The lead photo of me in
gront of a New York City pay phone was taken on
43rd 8t between Sth Ave and Avenue of the Americas
(6th Ave to us New Yorkers). I had a rectagular
mirror hot-glued onto a pair of sunglasses, and !
was reflecting the evening sun back into the
camera lens. The shot of The Gang was taken in
front of the Greenwich Village restaurant where we
gather on Friday's after work. If you plan to be
in New York on & Friday, write and ask where to
show up. The photographer set up his camera on a
tripod, set a high F-stop, set a multi-second
exposure, and as he snapped the shutter, we all
shook our heads. For those of you unfamiliar with
New York, the sillouetts shot of me was taken
sgainst the background of & moving subway train. |
was (I have to admit) rather embarrassed by the
shot of my room, but once the photographer saw it,
he said he had to shoot It. He sald it eaptured
"The essence ol the Information Maniac."

If you missed the article, 1 still have a few
copies left, and will be happy to autograph one
for you. Send $2.00 (for the magazine) and $1.50
(for postage) to Cheshire Catalyst, at the
maildrop address.
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