THE CREDIT CRRD CODE - 1383

by Cheshire Catalyst

The 1383 credit card code has rct, as of this
writirg, besr cracked. What this article is about
18 the status of research intc cracking the ccode,
ard what you, cur readers can do to help.

First coff, the thirng is rcw called & "Calling
Card”. This ix due, I believe, to a couple of
factors. First coff, calling scmething & “credit
carg” carries with it a number of legal
eblagations that may have been sticking peints
with some regulatory commigicons when cusicmer
complaints came in of someone using their c-edit
card number, It may Just be a marketing ploy,
sivce regulations regarding them have changed, 1in
that {f you place a Calling Card call from a pay
phore, it is cheaper than a regular Operator
Assisted call. The reason for this, of course, is
that The Phore Company is putting in computers tc
accept Calling Card numbers tcuch tored in,
without needing an operator, Ergc, nc operator,
the opesratcr assisted charges are 3 fraud. I'0
love to have bean there when they first got called
on that.

The first thing one rotices about the new
Calling Card, is the fact that there are two
numbers orn  it. There is your Calling Card number,
and your International Number. The International
Nuwber is the wmame old format that we are all
tamyliar with, and ! regret that we've spent sc
wuch time on the domestic number, that we have't
gotten around to getting the interraticnal code
broken. Sorry about that.

The Calling Card is laid out as follcwmr

NPR NXX 1234 %678

wrere NPR 43 the area vode, NXX 1234 {is Ythe phone
number, ard S678 is the "check sum". It was first
thought that pernaps the code used the “same old
format™, but used ore for each digit, but we now
think that there may be some kind of equation that
drops the 1234 down to the 5678 lccations. Some of
the cards have the old RAD's in place of tha NPR.
These are usually company billirng nuuters. The
reason the RAOD's are being phased out sevems to be
irntermixing of Telco revernues and
via the RAD process is charpging urder
the rnew de-regulations of the telephcre curpanies.

The word we gQot a few years ago stated that
Bell would put every telephone credit card on a
big computer somewhers, and svery Credit card call
would be checked against the data base. We laughed
off that ore ax being too hig a job for evan Telco
to pull c¢ff. Then we heard about CCIS, the Common
Channel Interoffice Sigralling system that would
have computer communications lirks betwesen all
telephore toll centers, and all calls would be
conrected by havirng the computers tel]! each other
vhere to switch the calls to. Now that ccis is
irstalled almcst everywhere importavt, it actually
18 possible to reprogram the TSPS cperator
position sc that as the coperatcr punches in the
Calling Card riumber, it flashes dowr to the Dallas
database, and the database serds back an “ack™ or
"nack” (acknowledge of negative acknowledge)
sigrial tellirg the operator whether it fesls the
card number was a valid one.

If ¢this is the case, then the last four
digits can be a completely random assigrment by
the telco computers. We rack our brains trying to
figure out the coded numbers, and forget to bDreak
the Interrational Number code. Brilliant, these
telco types.

Anyore who wants to wmake fools of the TRP
staff, can easi{ly do so. In this case it will be
easier wtill by showing where we've made terrible
mistakes, and mentioning in your letter where
we've really messed up, and how simple the whole
thing really i{s. Another thing you could do, s to
send us any Calling Card numbers ycu may collect
to add’ ‘to our statistical base so that we can try
to determine whether or not tha-e really is sowme
method to the Telco madness.

By the way, one of the reasons laid out f{r.
the brochure abhout the new method of punching your
Calling Card number into a coinless pay phone is
that your number won't ba overheard in crowded
train staticns and airports when you tell it to an
ocperator. Now who would be that unscrupulous?
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q'FlE you ] [ icle,
Jolly R . Anona our many controversia ications, we sell
ﬁ%&u‘_ﬁwrkﬂf - 2nd. Editiond. ATN describes, in
a1, vulnerabilities Ns and credit cards. Jolly Roger discuss-

ed & number of effective methods covered in ater detail 1n "ATN . A
some methods not descridbed by him is the vasiest and most ei{ective ooe
all. Stay tuned’

"ATH® is 80 hot that our 1st, Rdition was criticized 1n a 7-page article
solely devoted 0 It "ATH Report,® Feb,, 1, 1982). 1t states, "...Could cost
our IndUstry millions ——- or even tens or hundreds of millions --- of dollars
i# it gets wide distribution among those criminally inclined.” “ATH Report,”
[ g“hmn banking industry newsletter, {8 published by ATM REPORT,
IRC,, ¢ W Trade Center, Suite 7935, New York (0048, and apparently
services about 230,000 executives in the banking/ATH world,

The banking/ATH industries are 30 alarmed by “ATM" that "ATH Re-
port,” a 1t many outrageous remarks, theeatened harassment-type ldw-
suits, On Fage 6 1t states,”...Williams should be attacked with multiple law-
suits in every s1ble way,”

ATHs are literally gold mines that can be mined by virtually anyone - 1o
experience or skill required’ We have received reports érom all over the coun-
try stating that ATH frauds have doubled to drupled in 1982 from 1981
Citibark of MNew York recently (reluctantly) reimbursad tustomers tor
$133,000 - st a fraction of the ATN fraud trated agaunst that bark
slore In 1t 4 few weeks time' Because of tollusion wath the traditiona)
rews wedia) less thin 1% of ATN crimes are ever reported - and the arrest
and conwiction rates are virtuilly non-existent’ Even the TV documentar-
ies expose’s and talk shows won't touch ATH érauds!

ATHs are the biggest mistake made by the banking tndustry sirnce they
cauvped the Oreat Depression’ Frankly, 1 have 1ero sympathy anything
t™hat happens to banks because most Americans have been cheated out of &
decent standard of Living by thesa vuiturous money specudators.

Now = here it iy’ Some less than sympathetic with the hapless plight of
money ~specula bankers, have found it ta be profitable to use a good dis-
guise, or o * their dedit card to a buddy and then ¥ix themselves
up with an alibi. Some ATMs are momtored by real and/or fake cameras,
Care is aten actordingly, When they receive their bank statement, they m-
mediately yell that their tard was stolen or counteréeited and demand, under-
Regulation €, immediate redund of the missing monies.

Re tion € protects ATM users érom frauds against their accounts.
Simply by invoking "Reg. K," the bark must immediately be prepared to do ore
of two things: 1. Prove that one defrauded his account, or 2. Return 100%
of al] mondes missing from that account., ATM crimes are hard to prove.
Harks cannot legally force patrons to tale lie detector tests or finger-
prints, or detain pa than easily able bank robbers) against
their wills without incurring incredidle civil - even criminal - lHabilities,
And barks will do almost any to avoid bad pudlicity.

Another method is gaining popularity, ticularly with remote ATMs.
plece of sliced American cherse is f2d into the AT card slot (result-
expensive repairs), The 1little devils simply wait until the repar crew
up and opens uwp the ATN; thay then apring nto action,

are prepa 4 lawsuit againat ATH REPORT, INC., at least one pres-
tnmmw firm, and & whit—pop $ull of other big-
(1] to sue for at least 830 Million.
investigative help. are a contingercy-fee st~
ond who is prepared to be the next F. Lee Bailey or Gerald

! = one who will bust his buns for 33% of a | fortune’
pa NWM;MM now, but w" p-‘u“u of the hna{
oee -up among 41l non~a! 3 who ASSis
‘mny or Cour pReoUs, ndvmi.l'w'ly comaien-
those who wﬁlh putting ir investigst 1 Lkm.l
Y - re the: vl and snalytica
! By the time we tmhﬂuﬁ’;mh t defen—
Q“hwm.mnm\m&nuhmﬂb one of the
most shocking sensational cases of this . Your role can rat
Ary indoraation you tan oo :QMMM oA ATH “%ﬂ?.
INC., its otflcers, employees and otners involved with them 15 much appre-
ted, Uumttmmumm.wmhmmmﬁwhsrww
consistant with the U.8, CONSTITUTION and THE DECLARATION OF INDG-
PENDENCE to obtain justice sn this matter. To help, contact: -
PO Drawer 537, Alamogordo, NM #9110 - and pass word
ong - we need all the help and support we can get to effectively #ght
these big-shots and win our case!
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Just Passing Through...
by The Stainless Steal Rat

Shoplifting: Let's =may (for purly theoretical
reasons) that you are in your locsl radio rip-
off store and you see a nice set of chips that
go for 10 dollars each and you only have 1 dollar.
The chips are behind the counter so you can't
take them, now what?

Just take something that is worth 20 dollars
and easily stolen. The next day walk on in and
say that Uncle Jim got you said product for your
birthday and that you wish to exchange it.

Most places will not give you cash unless
you have & receipt, however some places do espe-
cialy durring the Christmas season. Or you could
go and steal a book of receipts and write your
own although it is wise to be very careful to
111 it out the right way. This trick can also
be used to write out your own receipts at rest-
aurants and switch them for the one you are given.

As 8 matter of fact in some places I have
taken something right off a shelf and taken it
up to the refund dept. for cash. Isn't it nice?
You have a fence that happlly pays you face value
for products and you don't even have to leave
the store and risk baing caught. Just think of
it ms an alternative to Social Security!

Free records: I'm sure most of you have
heard of the old trick of sending in applications
to RCA and Columbia House addressed to a mail drop
and affter receiving the record closing the drop.
If you don't have a drop or can't get one you
sre stil]l eligible for fres records. Send the
club several applications under different names
and only fill in one or two of the slots for
record selection. When the records come you
will also get a bunch of certificates for the
empty Selection boxes. Remove the certificates
and send the records back stating that the clud
sucks etc. Now get a sub under your name and
don't fill in one or two of the boxes, #hen
the records come use the certificates that you
have accumulated to fullfill the sub agreement,

Opening P,0. Boxes: Flrst of all playing
with mailboxes (wether it's blowing them up or
stealing the mail) is a federal rap =¢ be CAREFUL,
The old type of PO boxes (the type that have
two wheels marked A to Z) are very simple to
open. To find out the combination place your
finger on the opening button and give it a hard
jerk. As you do this watch the rfght hand wheel

very closely. You will notice that it moves
slightly. Turn the wheel to the next position
and try again. At one point you will notice that
the wheel stays absolutly still. This is the
opening letter for this wheel,

The reason why this works is that when the
hutton is hit a cam hits the wheel and thus the
wheel jumps., ‘“hen the wheel ls aligned to its
opening letter the cam falls into the cut in the
vvheel and there is no movement.

Red Box1n§| In issue #3€ with Al Bell's
red box I had some trouble getting the 1700 Hz
oscillator to go low enough without distorting
and loosing volume. B3y adding s .00l uF cap
in parallel with one of the .005 uF caps the
nroblem cleared up. )

4while ago while I was in I tried to
red box on ACT3 and the op came on instantly
and asked what the problem was. I said that
I had deposited 15¢. She returned the nickle
and told me to start putting in money. So I
put in the o0ld nickle and "beeped” =& dime.
Before one could say Holy Shit the op started
to get mad and asked what I was trying to pull,
to which I replied “Your leg®.

Interestingly, when I deposited my nickle
there was no beep. The earplece shorted as szoon
as the coin hit the mechanism. There are three
vossibilities as to what had happened. 1) The
op can mee if there 18 & coin in the mechanisa.
2) The sound is transmitted over a different
set of wires, 1ike out of dand signsling. J3)
Some phones use a differnt set of frequencies
and/or timeing and the earpiece is shorted durring
the beeps in order to prevent us from finding
it out and making another red box.

Credit Cardsi A friend of mine gave me the
CC number from a large corporation in Texas and
after a bit of playing I decided to check it
against the RAO codes and check digits listed
in TAP. The RAO did not exist, a the ares
code was listed under southern IL. Only the
check digit was OK. The phone number of the

-all xinds of quest

card did not exist at all. sy guess is that
large corporations that would not notice abuse
for one or two months can get a made up CC number
so that it could not be broken by a phresak.

Once while usinf the card the op asked me

ons such as the name of the

firm, expiration date, location and the name
of my supervisor. Can she call these things
up on R computer or is she just bullshiting?

The network: If you have automated oredit
card (calling card I should say) service, here is
what happens when you punch in the card number.

The number is recieved by the Traffic Service
Fosition System which checks the card for validity.
To do this it mccesses the local Network Control
Point which is a sub-system of the Stored Frogram
Controlled Network. The SFCN is a system that

i{s made up of CCIS and a computer network made

up of most of the local COs. wWith the Introduction
of CCIS these computers are now linked together
through the data lines of CCIS, and thus can
update each other and run checks to see if a

card actualy exists,

In order to make it possible for the SFCN
to be updated more rapldly Bell has introduced a
Data Base Administratfon System. Currently this
system provides Network Control Polnts with up-
to~date on credit card numbers, This system
accepts customer information from telephone company

service order systems and sends it to the appropriate

NCP when they are least busy-—usually’'at night.
Some of these DBASS can be reached by a dial-
up terminal. Since the system accesses all the
NCPa this means that one could create ficticious
CC numbers that would work anywhere. One could

also cancel or otherwise manipulate CC information

from anywhere of anyone. Anyohe who has info

on this system such as dial-ups etc. drop me
a line c/o TAE.

_According (o storhey Robert
D. Kirer, who founded the
Ticket Chinic, 8 Texas-based
chain of lew ofices that
represent only Iraffic
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wend. &F you've hired an

tomey, he may also atend
A the hewring you
e T T
wcket — and win? The _“,;:?:yﬂu,c._,ﬁ;; &xr:::‘n.?hl sttormey
Soewtr could be yer, M yort o Ty vadede Ask the  will quiz the officer on all the
combine your sense of Injus- police oficer a few cordially Important  pacticulsrs  that
Sce with a e tme and phrased quastions. What are W:’:*‘”c.gm u 10 gather
being cherged [ ] cene.

According to Charles But m'“ been mv:h?': the officer won't remember
I a driver-educetion COn- oo ask how you Uere of as dearly s you wil, and
sultant = the Americen 11!'I|!|r used ¥ he doent know how w©
Automobile Assoclation ok what ol::hol' anewer yoir detalied ques
(A.A.A), there are a Aesr n.-dlhlhﬂ. dons, you're wel on your
number of criveria 1o consider knh;?:: sesd on e way 1o discrediing h
before you meks the dec- I b car You might  'eemony.
sion to e sk hin where you wars What ¥ you_ect se

“Your No. 1 consideration he docked you own attomey? Callom
shoukd be whether the ticket e tor e some  Patrolmen Devid_ Keley,
W unjuk or not,” seys Buder. oyt your exact locs- a:rxcl:?-tolutvbu

Important to remember . Owt of ¢ Pafic Ticket
here that polics officars can ~ Son. Ware other wehides (ML 11 Productions),
rabve mistakes. meuby when you wers beleves you wift have

Rader use has come under ~ Mopped? Ware thers power chancs — but he sremes
Increased sack in the past  Ines overhesd? Radar read- hat you must be wel-

yours, as studbes indicate ::trﬂ-ﬂ-*m=‘bvh' groomed. polte and wel-

when the wis are ‘mmm prepared W & i lagal and
opersted under the wrong  Ines, CB radios, the police 0 "o beck 10 the scene
conditions or by an Inexpert- car's air conditioner or dash- .,,.::no.d
enced policeman, ther ac.  board vibrations and the can on how wel
curscy can be thrown off. hal suround yours when Loy d; here, the prosecutor

Fghting & acket & by no w're clocked. Radar- may decide 1o diamiss your
mears & snsp. You'l have to fiches are bugh 10 oy §, however, notung
mohe ot loest One court ap-  beat, but you can improve c-nh-nul-d-cﬁ-}nunng

and poastbly hire a your chancss I you know 1 you mey opt for a wial.
::;:?'hn consider the Pin the blame on o [0 wmas you may choose
shernatives. Depending on ~ Cwwstances — and not on aher & jury el or 8 el by
the iype of vicletion, you wl  1he machine el :ﬂr. pick the pary
have to Poy & ine or take a ¥ you dacide 10 challenge A dge wil netwraly
dhnrﬂggabnumr-.arl the tichat, conaider hiring an tend 1o yrust the testimony of
drving record siready  Stormey. R ik an added - the policaman more then
:=.nud-.l could -u:; pense, but ﬂn::ﬂﬂﬂhﬂ hed u::.yq::. claims
Semporary  suspension mesns Rosnse Robert -y —
:m.'n.‘mqﬁo I‘\d/o:‘ ddch'l Mm‘nhﬂll:‘“h
boost In yowr suto more In ineurance Money, — may
nsurence premiem. mey witmately be worth B ::r:mq.hut
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Phree ¥estern Union Calls by Doctor Magic Pingers

Restern Union has & system called "Hetrofone",

It worka lixe MCI; except
codes instead of 5 digits.

access and gettin%
+ numder, The cal

of them:

Anaheim, CA (714)
Atlanta, GA 404
Austin, TX 512
Sal}timore, KD 301
Beaumont, TX 713
Boston, MA 617
Buffalo, KY 716
Chicaxo, IL 312
Cineinnati, OH 513
Cleveland, OH (216
Columbus, OH 61
Culver City, CA 213
Dmllas, TX 214)
Dayton, OH 513)
Denver, CO 303
Detroit, MI 313
El Honte, CA 213
Flx firove, IL (312

®ort Worth, TX (e17
Hackensack, XJ 201
Rartford, CT 203
Hinadale, IL 312

Hawthorne, NJ 201
Houston, TX 713

Indianavolis,
Yansas City,

IN 317
KS

Fansas City, WO 816
Long Island. NY 516
"o kngeles, CA 213
¥iamt, YL éjos
Vilwaukee, Y1 41a
¥inneavolis, MK 612
New Orleans, LA S04
Xew Yorx, KY 212
Newark, RJ 201
Oakxland, CA 81%
Oklahoma CTY, 0K 405
Omaha, NE uC?;
Philadelohia, FA 215
Fittsburgh, PA al?;
Reno, XV 702
2ichmond, VA - (80s
Sacremento, CA 916
San Antonio, TX 512
San Diego, CA 71b;
San Francisco, ZA (415
San Jose, CA %uoe;
San ¥ateo, CA uals
Santa Ana, CA 271#;
Senttle, YA 206
Skokie, IL 5312)
Svracu=e, NY 315)
Toledo, OH §ﬁ19g
Yashington, X 202

Phone
Flam

A double reverse that worked for the
wreng resson.
Every trme snyone phenes information

iniiecture s an emergetic st-
tempt by the Sen Francieco Telephone

Compamy (o lower its personnel
diture. Almost everyone | met out thers

e Py el i
2

goes thru,
the Metrofone numbers below,

527
223
u74
659
833
882
852
B53
241

861
224
410
142
228
623
963
350
981
338
A87
522
a27
986
224
635
h21
471
433
629
326
277
370
566
132

645

836

232

422

351

261

329

225%

4any

224

Fly Now, Pay Later

Like many ftight stiendants. William
Coha. 30. of Miami. ofien ook sdvamags
of an airkine practice called deadhesding,
In which employess hisch ridos 10 work as-
signed flights in oher cities. For almont o
your. dressed in & Pan Am uniform. using

an taed D ber and C ]
wader the nune B. Cohen. he jet lod arovad
the worid on varicus Par Am flights. virtu-
akty for free. As i customary, he usually
piched in 10 heip the crew and even re-

Won't Cet Fooled Again

g\\ 2 e hy 0z Y. Mandlas
t uses 6-digit switch ~ % "I tip my hat to the new revolutiun,
After dialing the metro . % 4 Take a bow for the new constitution,
a tone, enter 227865 + area code A Smile an' grin at the change all around,
Here's 8 1ist of TWY 5:2: ‘l""k:yyf:-::;a;"d play.
227865 worka on all And 1'l1 get on my knees and pray.
We don't get fooled again.'
7055 On TAP --The Who
1000 by
6057 TOM A. EDISON This month . salute 'f'lllon freedom fighter. Chris Bovee,
1700 who declared recently, "...1 think the U.S. Covt. nvuds“a
9331 This issue marks the few more traftors. Humanity needs a few more traitors.
3222 ° 12th anniversary of TAP Wise words, (ndeed.
9200 and the 9th anniversary Correctfon: Atlan Form. (See 'St{ll {n Saigon') {s in
4700 of my association with Arkansas (AR), not Arizona (AZ): the rest of the address i
1767 TAP. They have been 9 correct, Thanks to Mr, Phelps for polnting this out.
5153 hard but rewarding FOIA File: The guide to scramblers and encrvpters:
0%77 years. I hope to have 'User's Guide: Voice & Data Communicatfuns
0078 many more years {n Protection Equipment', NTIA-CR-80-9, (s available bv writ-
4500 association with TAP. ing the U.S.Dept. of Commerce, National Telecomm. & Info.
1576 Adminiseration, Washington, D.C., 20230. Free. too.
5326 OUT OF BTOCK ITEME Don't Lesve Home Without It: Collodion, available in drug-
4847 stores as 3 liquid ur sprav
1028 TAP has s0ld out of muqs, ('Nu-akin') for minor cuts, {s useful for palnting or sprav-
8870 T-shirts, patches, and ing on your hands and f(ingertips. so that vou don't jeave
1639 tapes. Please do NOT fingerprints vhen you're on 'business.' Protection lasts
3155 order them anymore, for a number of hourx & ft'l1l fuck up the head of anv rookl
0003 cop that tries to take vour prints’
1100 DELIVERY TIME Security Alert: The pigs have been known to bring dupe dogs
0566 sround for & aniff to those rental wtarage
gi)7 Orders accompanied by apaces that have become quite common. So think ol seme
6284 CABH, money orders, or place else to store vour bales of -ontraband. The pigs
3186 certified chacks will he aren't that stupid, they know howdealers (Mnl'(.
1999 shipped immediately. The Hypnotized Never Lie: ‘Death .n Washington' (bv Donald
5402 Orders accompanied by Freed-& F.Landis; Westporr, CT:
1026 personal checks will be :Lawrence Hill, 1980) is a fascinating, detatled analvsis of
3300 shipped {n 4-6 weeks or how the CIA murdered Chile through a rampalgn ¢f pavch-war
1808 until your check clears that preceeded the U.S. sponsored fascist coup. The whole
9000 your bank. thing svends out of thiy world, but Dr. Landix v:\\urr‘cszcd
8500 and then released hy Customs {n '82 on a phonv rharge just
1430 OLD CONVENTION PREEBIES s0 the CIA could examine the papers {n hig briefcase & that
9220 is evidence enough for me that he was on the mark.
6900 In clesning out the TAP  Fuck Nat'l Security!: 'Born Secret' (bv A.Delnlpi er al.
9011 office recently 1 came N.Y.: Pergamon, 1981) ix a vomprehen-
1120 scross 3 pile of handouts s{ve studv of the'Progressive' H-Bomb case hv 4 Arconme
0100 from the 1973, 1979, and Not'l Lab scientists, Included [s an entire thapter on K-
5720 1980 conventions as well Bomb tech, the complete Morland artlcle & Argonne letter
102% as cnpies of the orfginal the govt. tried to supbnress & a number of info. sources
1920 TAP flyer that Al Ball .orth checking up on.
6921 and Abble Hoffman passad In & world of mutual assured destruction. we deserve a
9600 ocut at the 1971 p{ece of the action too.
0327 N:llhlinqto;aDiCh. anti{;:r Silent Leger lnter Arma: Interexted in Teflan or other A.P.
0162 :h y.th n tet I wll? type ammo? Steel-jacketed rounds
7606 1r°'th e O: '?RSB N are about a half as effectivu, xtill xotny through 2 vescg.
6001 qnve .: “’t y st the: Examples that are widely available include Czech mll. surp-
9515 lngo'ne d: ° ;t‘q:e d self- 1us 9 ma, and other {mports such as thuse of Norma Cu.
0910 .dd en d. v 1‘;’ :ith (Sweden), CECO (West Germany) & Lupua (Finland). All vou
g;i? ; J;G!:::t.g:n elope 'subnational elements' out there are urged to stock up
- * while you can.
;8‘5‘? A wicked fiberglass & nylon double-edged knlfe. 6 3/4"

tot. length, weighing less than an ozx. is avatlable for
37.95 from A.G.Russell, 705 F. Htway 71 N., Springdale.
AR 72764 (800-255-9034). "It's useful for alrports or
wherever metal detectors are an inconvenience.

An arwed populace is the first and ultimately only
iefence against tyranny. Delenda est Carthago!

This ts Outlaw Or. with contributions from Agent Orange.
vbsefving disdainfully that,
'There’'s nothing in the streets,
Looks any different to we...'

Correction to V & H Program

by Cheshire
In a recent issue that carried a copy of a
program for figuring out airline distance between

Telco Rate Canters, there was a “typo". The typo
was caused by by a daisy whesl type whee! that
didn’t have the ““" char in the right place, and
had a "~* 4in {it's place. B8ince I haven't got a
copy of the program in front of ma, I think the
line should have read:

XX0® D=BSOR((VI-VR)*2)/18+ ((H1-H2)~2) /10

Where XX are the starving digits the line

number. Sorry for the inconvimnience.

of
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Local phone call fee-plan draws fire

WASHINGTON — Detpite the rs.
Huuance of romsemer growps and
stale regulators. telephone compa-
MmN across the country are trying 1o
apely Uherr lomg: deslance pricing pro-
erdere< 10 local phone service

Local calls would be “measered”
— M Ooiker words, billed ~ nn the
b ol bme-of-day. day-ol week
e leagth of 2 call and distance —
yest hke Song dixtance The wdustry
calk sweh prirmg Lacal Measwred
Kerviee nr LMS for short

Teirphowe lic1ak 3x2r1t that Lo
€3l Mearored Serviee offrrs 1he best
option 16 Gsrocketing decal rates
while propetly forcing the people
WhS gt the heone RetwOrk the moxt
10 pay for thal wxe

The Florida Public Service Com-
mivon recemly rejected 2 bid by
Southrrn Beil 10 offrr LMS as an op-
ton Fart f the probiem. says Com-
mranntr Senen W Leaer “was it
Pt ogod e cnmpleaitd Ine con.
semers Theres rrally mo way to
kerp track of Lour call o verily
harpes

And Sothern mecer realty just
hed the Lariable roet by clements
bae example. dors o really conl
them more o yas Max ne the phone
bor 38 misuley lead of 15 mua.
e

b Lenmer attbetes Southern
Bell s defeat ta * an overshetmng to-
cal reacon | thiek a kot of the vp-
*odr fame [rom retees from New
York. where they had o and haird

The debate aver Local Measured
Service 1x nol new Chcs 1ike New
York and Chicago have operated wn-
dor variow trpes of LM billing for
Grrades The romtroversy is bunidong.
however, becamse of the pending
breakup of the Bell Syxtem. major
changes i regulation and suspicions
that the phone compames wast to
make LMS mandatory

 But the matn obelacie is the very
satural. instinctive resction amainst

A Man Called

Boris

A Bulgsrian
exite Ihing in Jtah &5 doing
Ms part to bring down the

Son let Fronom Ricked out of the Imber-
The man. who calls hinyelf  mational Posta) Unjom.
Boris. writes a better every Borts syt he  makss

week 30 8 Soviet dinaldent and
e # for $400. Since the
S0t iets never deliver letters to
dissidents.  Halian  postal

$20.000 a yesr writing the
besters. 1f everyone used his
trick. he sy,
rconomy would collapse.

sthorities reimburse Borls, In
then send the M| to Moscow,

the Soviet

change.” says spokesman Pic Wag-
ner of AT&T.

There 13 als0 the matter of money.

WHA any pricing system. there are
winners aud Josers Joseph R. Fogar-
1y, 3 member of the Feders) Crmimy-
wmeaturs, Commusion, s fomd of
poiniing out 2 parent with leen-agery
s not gomg 1o be 2 winner with mea-
sored service

That's the point, eoudlers Palrra
Mowigomery of Illinois Bell. Should a
meighbor who doesnt plsce many
calls subsidise that teen.ager? A flat
rate can't be offered, she notes, with-
Owt aversging every customer's us-
2

13

“Chicago telephone rates are
among ke lowest 1a the cowniry be-
covse customers pay for what they
e, Miss Mcotgomery contends

According 10 Wagner. the vast ma.
Jority of Ametican still obtain kocal
phowe service on a flat rate besis —
meaning ihey are allowed 1o place
an yalimiled nember of local calls
for 2 set Moy fee Only abowt 13
prreent of Beil's residestial cusiom-
crs w3t 30me type of measured ser-
vice, he says,

Om the other hand, he comtinuen
more \hun 58 percent of \ve Bell Sys-
lem's bukiness cuxtomers wse some
form of messwred service — avail
able a6 am opliom m more thaa 10
nales

Twe problem with such statistics.
however, i that they mnclede aH
forms of LMS — umple yysterm
where Lhere 15 2 flal charge per call,
to “Tellelement LMS™ where the
bllling lakes accownt of time. day.
duraties amd destance.

tate

“re nurher rae«

t'e "Gitrerish” column,
Cteinkeck rmentions use c¢f an Cakland, California
"SFIINT nunrert (ul5) 812 5015,
to trat rumher -n3 found <ha?, ins<eald of get:ing a Aisl
I prt a neatine co-mnany on tre iine,
wam veqa-ing ©1, 5015,
Yave teen cTanred,

One example of (he former is an
option known as Economy Service in
the Duatrict of Colomba A customer
Poys $2 20 2 month, plus 4.9 cems for
esch bocal call

“We've supportied that idea nf 3
percall tiling option for years.”
says Dr. Lee Richardson, a markel.
ing professor al the University of
Bsitimore aad vice president of the
Consumer Federalion of America
“Bat the telephone companies have
decided they want the full-fledged.
socalled local long-dwtance sys
lem.”

“And we are ardently oppoged tn
1AL, pdds Samwel Simon. the exrcu
Uve director of the Telecommmenica.
tions Research and Action Cemter. a
Washington-based public interrut
grosp “It's loo complex — wnneces-
sarily complex — and the average
consumer won't be able ta wnder:
stand and accurstely gauge his
monthly esage *

The January 1904 beeakwp of
AT&T hss ramed expectations (st
the 22 Beil companien will have 1o
raise Jocal rates 10 mamtam profrs.
bility For one thing. the system of
subsidizing local phone compantes
with long-distamce revenwe i besng
overhauled

WHhoat rew nptions. cesiomers
will be Jocked o flat Incal rate
that coudd dowdie or tripte

In Chicago. for example, the
cheapest flat rate (nr wnhimited tocal
calling It now $32 83 2 monih On the
other hand. & Chicago residemt can
Lake am LMS option [hat coxtx $8 58 5
monih, covering ¥ Lalls within the
aly.
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